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What actually is

fundraising?

Fundraising is seeking and generating funds for a

charity or a cause. 

Anyone can do it and anyone can donate. 

 

What actually is

fundraising?

Fundraising is seeking and generating funds for a

charity or a cause. 

Anyone can do it and anyone can donate. 

 

There are lots of benefits to fundraising, in that it

doesn’t only generate financial support to charities

or causes, but also raises awareness of the issues the

charities or causes are in aid of. 

 

Fundraising gives everyone a chance to join in, be it

by volunteering time, donating money or giving gifts

in kind. IT creates an opportunity for us all to give

back and to support the things we believe in. 

~ What ~
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Why do we

need

fundraising?

Charities are non-profit organisations that are set up

to help and provide support to a cause in need. 

 

Orchard Vale Trust's is to support adults with

learning disabilities to live life to the full.  

 

We don't make a profit, but we do always need more

resources to provide the support we offer to

individuals. We are always developing new projects

to engage with and increase opportunities for the

people we support. 

 

Fundraising is just one way we make sure we can

offer a range of activities for adults with learning

disabilities to get involved with, so they have a

choice in what they would like to do. We know that

everyone is different, has personal goals and

ambitions, that’s why we tailor everything to meet

individual people's needs.  

 

Every activity or project we offer to adults with

learning disabilities makes it possible to gain skills,

qualifications or employment as well as

opportunities to make new friends and share new

experiences. 

 

At Orchard Vale Trust, the sky is the only limit! 

~ Why ~
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So, how do you

fundraise?

Firstly, you’ll need to know what you want to change.

Your efforts and the money you raise all goes to

changing something, so make sure you believe in it,

know about it and feel passionate about it. 

 

Once you’ve decided on that, you can start thinking

about how you’d like to raise that money. 

 

One of the great things about fundraising is that it

can be so many things. In fact, it can be whatever

you want it to be! 

 

That, however, can sometimes be a little

overwhelming. So, to help you think about how you’d

like your fundraiser to look we’ve added a list of

ideas you can either recreate or get some inspiration

from.  

 

You can download an A-Z list together with our

marketing materials, but you can find our favourites

jotted down below: 

~ How ~
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Favourite Picks

Fundraise with Friends 
and Family

Walk the Line Through the city, along canals or up the rolling hills

of Wales, walking is good fun, great exercise and a

brilliant way to get sponsored.  

Best Veg

Competition

Hold your very own vegetable growing competition.

Set the veg, the time frame and the taking part fee

and watch it all grow. If the competition is fierce, you

could raise more by placing bets, guessing sizes and

setting goals.  
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Favourite Picks

Fundraise with Work and 
Colleagues 

Sponsored

Silence

A real classic. Nominate your boss or get the whole

team involved. Why not set a fee for every time a

word is spoken for some extra change?  

Skip the Snack Save what you would spend on snacks or biscuits

over a month and donate it to do some good. Good

for the waistline and great for charity! 
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Favourite Picks

Fundraise with School or 
College

Karaoke

Challenge

Why save the songs for the shower? Get your

classmates together for a singalong, sponsor your

teachers to sing (or NOT sing), or get a panel

together for a ‘This School’s Got Talent’ contest.

Charge people per vote, per song or per veto! 

PJ Day Come in your pyjamas for a donation and set a

contest for best/worst dressed with entry for an extra

fee. 
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Favourite Picks

Fundraise Online

Give As You Live Give to charity for free whilst shopping online. It

wont cost you a penny because it’s the shops you

shop from that donate a percentage of what you

spend. So, get shopping, the more you spend the

more you raise. All you have to do is add Give As You

Live to your browser and it will do it automatically.

(See the step by step guide in our downloadable

pack!) 

Auction it Take the classic concept of a Car Boot Sale and put it

online. Make sure you charge for postage fee and

give the rest raised to charity. You have a good clear

out and you’re raising money at the same time! The

best places are Facebook or Ebay. Make sure you tell

people you’re raising money for charity and you

might even get a little bit more! 
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The Planning Other than choosing the activity, you’ll have to have

a plan. 

 

This can be a timeline, set out job roles, or simply

making sure you have listed all the things you’re

going to need whist fundraising. This will be

important to making sure your fundraiser runs

smoothly.  

 

It will also be important to set out a budget for what

things may cost, as well as how much your target is

to make. Ideally you want the costs to be zero to

minimal, but this will depend on the activity you’ve

chosen. 

 

The amount of forward planning and organisation

will depend on the type of fundraiser you’re aiming

for. To make things a bit easier for you we’ve made a

blank timeline, job role list and budget outline so

you can plan your fundraiser and be prepared for

everything! 

C
hoose A

ctivity

W
ake up

W
rite a plan

A
dd a tim

eline

S
et a budget

9:00

9:10

8:15

7:40

7:30
~ The Plan ~
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Spread the

Word

Now you’ve got your fundraising activity and plan

together, the next step is to let people know about

it. The more people know about the fundraiser, the

more successful it’ll be! 

 

It will also be really important to keep donors in the

loop in terms of where the money you’ve raised is

being spent. How does it make an impact? How

many people/causes is it helping? Why should

people donate? The more you answer these details

the more people will want to donate. 

 

There are loads of ways you can spread the word, be

it online and offline. We’ve outlined some tips for you

and don’t forget to download the free templates that

will help when advertising your fundraising event. 

~ Spread the Word ~
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Facebook Facebook is a great way to share news, pictures and

events online. It puts you directly in touch with

friends and family who will be able to share and pass

on your fundraising details to their contacts.  

 

The more you engage with people, the more likely

you are to increase your donations! 

Spread the Word

Online

Twitter This is great for sending updates and news about

how well your fundraiser is doing. It keeps people in

the loop and helps with building enthusiasm.  

 

It works great for sharing links to both Facebook

pages or your online fundraising pages.  
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Local Press Getting in touch with your local newspaper is easy,

and they are keen to support local fundraisers

through advertisement and marketing. Check out

our press release template and make sure to take a

high resolution picture to send them. Give them a

call and see if you can get an ad in the paper.  

Spread the Word

Offline

Posters and

Flyers

You might think it old school, but it works. Visuals

work really well and make people remember what

they see. 

 

Additionally, with flyers, you’re giving people a

chance to take the information home with them, to

either put up on their fridge or to share with their

friends and family. Check out our downloadable

pack full of free templates! 
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~ Legalities ~

The Legal Bit Fundraising should be fun and energetic.  

 

Just remember to make sure some energy is also put

into making it safe and legal.  

Permissions If you’re holding a public event, make sure you’ve

asked the right people, like the local authority or the

property owner.  

 

They will most probably have all the Health and

Safety and Insurance regulations sorted, but it’s

always a good idea to check with them. 

Data Protection This is more and more important so make sure you

only collect the information you really need. Make

sure it’s safe and don’t share it with anyone.  

 

If you need to ask questions about this, give us a call

on 01749 671 706 
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~ Legalities ~

Photos and

Videos

These are great ways to show fundraising successes

and are great for people to take away with them

knowing they have been part of something. 

 

However, not everyone will want their photo taken. It

may be tricky asking every individual but making an

announcement and giving people a chance to opt

out is important.  

First Aid Depending on the type and size of your event, you’ll

need to think about First Aid.  

 

Events involving more than 500 people will require

at least 2 qualified first-aiders. Small events will need

just the one. For more information or access to a

basic guide, take a look at  

Money

Handling

When it comes to handling money a good

fundraising guide to follow is ‘The Code of

Fundraising Practice’  

Under 18s If you’re under 18 and want to organise a fundraiser,

just make sure you have your parents, or guardian’s

permission. 
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~ Make it Rain ~

Gift Aid All registered charities can reclaim tax on donations

made by UK tax payers. This means with every £1

donated, the taxman will add on an extra 28p for

free! So make sure you note down how many of your

donations can claim Gift Aid. 

Match Funding This is a great way to double your donations.

Companies will often match what you have raised, so

its worth asking where you work, or if you know any

local businesses that would be keen to get involved. 

Online

Fundraising

It’s really handy to know where, when and how much

is coming in. Luckily with online tools you can track

all your payments. It also means you know exactly

who has been donating, which will help you send

out all those thank yous! 

Make it Rain Here are some handy tips to make your donations go

that little bit further: 
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~ Thank You ~

Saying Thank

You

Saying thank you is as important as asking for

donations in fundraising. It’s important to get it

right.  

 

We’ve put some templates in our free downloadable

Fundraising Pack so you can choose the best ways to

say thank you to your supporters. 
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~ Paying in ~

Paying it in Congratulations!  

 

If you’ve got to this stage it means you’ve done a

cracking job and have raised funds for Orchard Vale

Trust! 

   

We want to say a massive thank you for all your

efforts and can’t wait to hear about your fundraising

activity. 

 

We have a number of different ways you can transfer

your raised funds, so you are free to choose

whichever works best for you! 
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~ Paying in ~

Post You can send us a cheque by post, payable to

‘Orchard Vale Trust’  

 

Fundraising 

Orchard Vale Trust 

East Court, Doctors Hill 

Wookey, Wells 

Somerset 

BA5 1AR 

Online We have a donate button on the top left-hand corner

of our Facebook page. Just type in Orchard Vale

Trust to find us and write a comment to tell us what

you’ve achieved. 

 

We also have a Virgin Giving page, where you can

make an easy transfer online. Find us by typing in

Orchard Vale Trust and send us any pictures or

stories about your fundraising activity. 

We want to hear all about your events so please do get in touch with

photos, videos, little stories or anything else you want to tell us about

by emailing lisa.schimetat@orchardvaletrust.org.uk or give us a call

on 01749 671 706  

 

We want to share your successes and your commitment to the cause.

Let’s celebrate together! 
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~ Our Promise ~

Everything we do supports adults with learning disabilities to live life to

the full. This can mean a whole lot of different things, because our main

goal is to make it as personal and tailored to the individuals we work

with.  

 

This means we offer a whole range of activities, from work experience

opportunities, to horse riding lessons, or art exhibitions. All our activities

are lead by adults with learning disabilities to make sure they are exactly

what participants want. 

 

Any fundraising activities and any donations go directly to ensuring we

can deliver these personalised activities.  

 

As part of our promise to you we will always: 

 

 Always tell you about the amazing ways you’re helping change the

lives of adults with learning disabilities

Always follow the highest standards in fundraising 

Always keep personal information safe 

Always give you the power to decide how and if we contact you

You can see a break down of our funding below along with our most

recent Annual Report  
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Thank you so much for fundraising for Orchard Vale Trust. 

Every little bit goes to ensuring adults with learning disabilities get the

best out of life. 

 

If you have any questions or would like to get in touch please call us on: 

01749 671 706 

or email Lisa Schimetat at: 

lisa.schimetat@orchardvaletrust.org.uk


