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Happy New Year

With a new year in full swing already we have so many things to look 

back on and remember from 2018. 

 

A new CEO, a new Central Office, a new building, new partnerships, 

new residents and so many new projects have all contributed to 

making 2018 a year to remember here at Orchard Vale Trust.

 

Looking back helps us remember why we're here and how much we 

still have planned for the future. Supporting adults with learning 

disabilities to live life to the full remains our motto and our core goal 

for many years to come!

 

The most memorable times



There have been so many fantastic moments in 2018 and 

looking back we aim to celebrate every single one of them.

 

Last year started with the appointment of a new CEO, who has 

brought with her enough energy to not only run the show, but 

also run the London Marathon this year, We'll be cheering her 

and all the other runners on, whilst they raise the funds we 

need to support adults with learning disabilities. 

 

A huge thank you goes out to all the runners last year and all 

those running this year!

 

2018 also brought with it a focus on the activities we offer to 

adults with learning disabilities. We have expanded so much 

already and offer work experience opportunities and health 

and well-being activities, alongside our more traditional 

therapeutic workshops that our service users love.

 

We have been able to do this thanks to new partnerships, such 

as the CCG in Yeovil, libraries across Somerset, and Village 

Agents who work with the whole community.

 

We hope to continue expanding all forms of cooperation with 

the community as it is here that adults with learning 

disabilities experience new opportunities, new social 

experiences and become a part of something bigger.

 

Another great step into being a part of, and giving back to the 

wider community is the set up of our Community Gardening 

Project. We have already helped so many people in the 

Mendips with their gardens, which in turn has given adults 

with learning disabilities a chance to brush up their gardening 

skills and engage with new people.

 

All this could not have been possible without the incredible 

support we receive from all our supporters, funders and 

partners and we want to take this opportunity to thank 

everyone who has been involved with Orchard Vale Trust in 

the past. 

 

Looking Back
...and what a year it's been!

New Year - New Plans
A great start to the year

With such a successful year in 2018, it would seem impossible to 

match it in 2019, but don't worry - we have a lot of new plans and 

ideas up our sleeves to keep us busy this year.

 

We are hoping to expand our Gardening Project, where we'll aim to 

make a difference to Somerset's outdoor green spaces, we are taking 

part in the London Marathon, we'll be holding some great events to 

share ideas and partnership opportunities with our community and 

so much more!

 

One thing is for sure - we will be supporting adults with learning 

disabilities to live life the full!



Last year we helped our resident Becky make her dream come true.

 

It has been a life long dream for her to get involved with the King 

William Carnival Club in Glastonbury and to take part on one of the 

floats. 2018 was Becky's year.

 

Commemorating the First World War Centenary, the float depicted 

scenes of 'No Mans Land' - and it's here that she made 'Orchard Vale 

Trust Celebrity of the Year'!

 

 

East Court
Dreams come true

Northcroft have started the year with resolutions to get healthy and 

fit!

 

They have started a Steps competition to encourage everyone to get 

moving this month. It's £2 entry per person and the one with the 

most steps wins the lot!  Anyone walking over 30,000 steps this 

month will get their very own certificate.

 

 Get stepping everyone!

Northcroft
Stepping into the New Year

Our resident bargain hunter, Diran, has already found a great deal in 

the January sales…

 

A really snazzy pair of swimming shorts ready to put on for his long 

awaited return to the pool next week.

 

Diran had to suspend his twice weekly swim last year due to his 

need for hip surgery but is now ’back in the swim!’

 

Ferndale
Back in the Swim

 

The party season is not quite over for one of our St Chads residents...

 

It's not everyday that one turns 50 - so Paul celebrated in style with 

family, friends and almost every member of staff who has ever 

worked with him, 

 

Everyone came together to wish Paul the best birthday for him to 

remember for years to come.

 

From everyone at Orchard Vale Trust - Happy Birthday Paul! 

 

St Chads
The celebrations continue...



Our Voice

I'm Stuart and live at St Chads. 

 

My New Year's Resolution is to see much more music!

 

I love musicals and going to the theatre, so if you're looking for 

me, you'll find me there this year.

Our New Year's Resolutions

At our last Resident's Meeting we talked about kindness and good manners. 

 

Over Christmas we have been kind to one another, making sure we look after each other when we are poorly.

We think this is really important so this will be our New Year's Resolution!

 

At Northcroft we are working on our fitness.

 

2019 is all about exercising, eating healthily and 

getting fit!

 

We have set our aims high and hope to take part in 

some more fitness challenges this year. 

 

Watch this space


